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Zambia has held a grand funeral for the country's first President 
Kenneth Kaunda.

Held at the Show Grounds, a venue for holding agricultural and 
commercial shows in Lusaka, the country's capital, the state funeral 
a�racted hundreds of people, including leaders from different parts 
of the world.

Kaunda, 97, died on June 17 and the government announced a 21-day 
mourning period. The mourning period included taking the body 
around all 10 provincial towns. However, a�endance at the funeral on 
Friday was by invita�on only due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Zambian President Edgar Lungu led foreign dignitaries from various 
parts of the world, including some African presidents, during the state 
funeral.
A somber mood filled the Show Grounds main arena as Kaunda's 
casket entered, with many people waving white handkerchiefs, the 
trademark Kaunda was known for as a symbol of peace.
He was given full military honor mounted by the three defense forces 
which included a 21-gun salute and flypast of military jets. His casket 
was carried by brigadier generals from the country's defense forces.
All the dignitaries who spoke during the funeral had nothing but high 
praise for Kaunda for the contribu�on he made not only in Zambia but 
in Africa and the world as a whole.

Lungu described the former president as an African giant, pan-
Africanist and freedom fighter who sacrificed for the good of 
humanity.
According to him, Kaunda le� a legacy of na�onaliza�on and laid a 
founda�on to educate the ci�zens immediately a�er independence.
He noted that Kaunda, like many other African forefathers, believed 
that Africans deserved to decide their own des�ny and could not be 
discriminated hence their resolve to fight for the libera�on of the 
con�nent.
“He was even more determined to ensure Africa was free. And indeed 
Africa was freed. Thanks to Dr. Kaunda and other leaders of his �me, 
Africa is free,” he said.

The Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Commission, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat described Kaunda as a unifier who worked �relessly with 
other African leaders to emancipate Africa from colonial rule.
He said Zambia paid a heavy price for the libera�on of other countries 
in the southern African region because of Kaunda's selflessness and 
thanked him for his sacrifice.
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa thanked Zambia and 
Kaunda for providing a sanctuary for Africans in the southern African 
region during the struggle for independence.

“South Africa is grateful for the support from Zambia. We will not be 
able to pay the debt we owe you,” he said.
Kaunda led Zambia from 1964 when the country got its independence 
from Britain un�l 1991 when he lost elec�ons. He is credited for using 
what he termed “posi�ve non-violent ac�on”, a form of civil 
disobedience against the colonial masters un�l the country got its 
independence in October 1964.
A�er Zambia got its independence, Kaunda felt that the country's 
independence will not be complete as long as other countries in the 
southern African region were s�ll in colonial rule.
He then embarked on a campaign to ensure that other countries got 
their independence. Zambia became a sanctuary for the freedom 
fighters running away from their countries.

Kaunda was among the first African leaders to establish the 
Organiza�on of African Unity (OAU), the forerunner of the African 
Union (AU) to fight for freedom of the African con�nent.
It is because of his immense contribu�on to Africa's freedom struggle 
that the AU, during this year's African Day commemora�on, awarded 
him a dis�nguished award for the role he played.
In 2002, South Africa bestowed on him the Order of the Companions 
of OR Tambo, one of the highest honors, in honor of his remarkable 
contribu�on to figh�ng the Apartheid regime in South Africa.
Apart from figh�ng for poli�cal freedom, Kaunda was also involved in 
the HIV/AIDS fight a�er re�ring from poli�cs. He formed the Kenneth 
Kaunda Children of Africa Founda�on in order to contribute to the 
fight against the pandemic.
He came out in public and declared that one of his children died of 
HIV/AIDS, as a way to break the silence and s�gma associated with the 
disease.

Due to his contribu�on to the fight against HIV/AIDS, Kaunda served 
as an ambassador for the Brothers for Life campaign to encourage 
more men to be tested for HIV. He re�red from ac�ve poli�cs in 1999.
In his earlier message of condolences, the Chinese Ambassador to 
Zambia Li Jie said Kaunda's death was a loss not only to Zambia and 
Africa, but also to the whole world. Zambia was the first country in the 
southern African region to forge diploma�c �es with China.
Li described Kaunda as an old friend, real friend and good friend of 
China. “Kaunda has been known and admired by the Chinese people 
for his wisdom and courage, and his extraordinary contribu�ons to 
the China-Zambia friendship,” he said.
The rela�onship reached an all-�me high when China decided to help 
Zambia establish a trading route to the north of the country due to the 
blockade experienced in the south routes due to poli�cal tensions in 
the region.

China agreed to Kaunda's request and undertook the construc�on of 
the Tanzania-Zambia Railway (TAZARA). The 1,860 km railway line 
runs from the Zambian town of Kapiri Mposhi to Tanzania's Dar es 
Salaam. Since then, China has financed a number of huge projects 
across Zambia, which further deepened bilateral rela�ons.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, China has responded posi�vely and 
helped Zambia in terms of the provision of medical supplies, 
equipment and human resource.
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THE COPPERBELTS  PREFERRED CORPORATE LODGE...

AVZ Minerals Limited advised its 100% owned DRC 
subsidiary company, Nyuki Logis�cs Company SASU 
(“Nyuki”), has secured a renewable 25-year lease on a 

1,227hectare site located approximately four kilometres south-
east of the regional town of Kabondo Dianda. The site will host the 
Kabondo Dianda Intermodal Staging Sta�on, which forms a vital 
part of AVZ's logis�cs infrastructure plan to export finished 
products produced from the Manono Lithium and Tin Opera�on 
(“MLTO”), for export to global markets. 

Nyuki was formed as a dedicated logis�cs arm for MLTO, 
responsible for commercial and opera�onal management of 
MLTO's logis�cs requirements, including road haulage, rail & port 
services and logis�cs infrastructure maintenance, under a service 
agreement with Dathcom Mining SA. AVZ's Managing Director, Mr 
Nigel Ferguson, said: “Signing the agreement to lease industrial 
land at Kabondo Dianda is another important milestone in the 
Company's logis�cs plan, which will see MLTO's finished products, 
exported through the ports of Lobito in Angola and Dar es Salaam 
in Tanzania. 

“Our Nyuki Logis�cs team has visited Kabondo Dianda several 
�mes to conduct community mee�ngs with key local 
stakeholders. 

These mee�ngs have resulted in successful ESIA's being approved 
for the rehabilita�on of the road from Manono, the proposed new 
ferry crossing site, material handling site and depot for both 
finished products being exported to global markets and in-bound 
consumables and materials, bound for MLTO and the greater 
community.”

“Our team met with the caretaker Governor of Haut-
Lomami and his advisors , to discuss the project, who 
are excited by the many benefits our collabora�on will 
bring to the town – from improvements to provincial 
infrastructure and employment opportuni�es for 
local people.” 

Mee�ngs were also held with local indigenous chiefs to further 
discuss their people's specific needs and involvement in the 
project. “Investment in and around the area of Kabonda Dianda, 
has been limited in recent �mes and the improved rail and road 
access, should assist to empower the community to realise 
sustained economic development opportuni�es, improving their 
social well-being.”

Nyuki Logistics secures 
land concession for 
K a b o n d o  D i a n d a 
Intermodal  Staging 
Station
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S
KF Zambia installed IMx-16 

Mul�log Online Monitoring 

Systems on two mobile mining 

haul trucks at a leading copper 

mine in Zambia's North-Western Province 

in May 2021 to ensure con�nuous mining 

o p e ra � o n s  b y  p r e d i c � n g  c r i � c a l 

component failures and allowing for 

p l a n n e d  p r e d i c � v e  m a i n t e n a n c e 

procedures to be carried out.

The arduous opera�ng environment 

triggered frequent component failures on 

the haul trucks causing unexpected 

breakdowns. The ensuing unscheduled 

c o s t l y  d o w n � m e  w a s  s i m p l y  n o t 

acceptable as these machines are cri�cal 

to the mining opera�on. A monitoring 

system to manage the health of the trucks 

was urgently needed and it had to be a 

remote solu�on as a manual procedure 

was not feasible for the mine. Sending 

technicians out to obtain vibra�on and 

temperature readings from cri�cal points 

on each truck  would  be counter-

produc�ve due to obligatory work 

stoppages. Added to this, �me constraints 

would compromise data accuracy. The 

mine decided to approach SKF Zambia for a 

viable solu�on.  

 

“Once we had concluded our site visits to 

determine all the cri�cal points on the 

trucks that would require monitoring, we 

recommended SKF's IMx-16 Mul�log 

Online Monitoring System as the most 

op�mum solu�on for our customer,” 

states Mel Patel, Key Accounts Manager at 

SKF Zambia. 

The complete install, which was done over 

a period of two days per truck, included 

the fitment of vibra�on and temperature 

sensors on cri�cal components including 

the front wheels, wheel bearings, li� 

pump, brake pump, alternator, drive 

motor and rear wheel trac�on motors. The 

scope of work also required the integra�on 

of a hydraulic oil sensor into the IMx-16 

system. “This flexible system is able to 

provide addi�onal points of monitoring for 

cri�cal rota�ng components that are not 

monitored by tradi�onal OEM systems on 

the mining haul trucks,” explains Patel.  

The IMx system's 16 inputs can be 

configured for  both v ibra�on and 

temperature monitoring. The data is 

con�nuously collected by sensors in real-

�me while the machines are opera�ng, 

elimina�ng the need for work stoppages. 

The WIFI / 3G Sim compa�ble system then 

automa�cally forwards the collected 

vibra�on and temperature data to SKF's 

Remote Diagnos�c Centre (RDC) in Jet 

Park, Johannesburg, for analysis by highly 

skilled engineers. “When anomalies are 

detected, the IMx system sends alerts to 

the end-user's cellphone or email in real-

�me,” adds Patel. 

Access to structured truck component 

data point analyses in real-�me whilst the 

trucks are opera�onal, coupled with SKF 

recommenda�ons by expert analysts, 

enables the mine to be�er plan repair 

work and carry out the necessary 

preventa�ve  maintenance  dur ing 

scheduled down�me, avoiding poten�al 

catastrophic machine failure and all the 

associated costs. By efficiently and 

effec�vely managing the health of cri�cal 

truck components, SKF's IMx-16 online 

remote monitoring system is improving 

the  pred ictab i l i ty,  re l iab i l i ty  and 

availability of the cri�cal mining haul 

trucks.

SKF Zambia provided customer training on 

the IMx-16 system two weeks a�er the 

ini�al data gathering stage had been 

completed.

SKF's online remote monitoring system boosts reliability and availability 
of cri�cal haul trucks on a Zambian copper mine

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2021  Technologies
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T
he Bobcat E88's undercarriage 
has gained he�, boos�ng over-
the-side li� capacity of the new 
machine by 14% over previous 

genera�ons, the company says. 

Dual-flange track rollers, integrated 
counterweight, extra machine weight and 
added track on the ground give E88 
operators the ability to dig with greater 
confidence over the side of the machine, 
Bobcat says. Increased distance from 
sprocket to idler puts more track on the 
ground, helping prevent a rocking 
sensa�on while li�ing heavier loads. 
The improved track design is easily 
maintained, and addi�onal machine 
weight adds to produc�vity in tough 
digging and heavy li�ing tasks. Even with 
all this increased he�, the conven�onal-
tail-swing machine s�ll has the narrow 
footprint (249.6 inches long by 86.6 inches 
w i d e )  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  j o b s i t e 
maneuverability required of compact 
excavators.

Powered by a new 65.4-gross-horsepower 
Bobcat engine, the E88 offers improved 
cold-weather opera�on and ease of 

maintenance.
In the cab, an op�onal high-back, heated 
seat with headrest provides added 
comfort ,  a long  wi th  the  op�onal 
automa�c hea�ng and AC system, which 
adjusts according to the cab temperature. 
The machine's low-effort joys�cks coupled 
with a new hydraulic control valve offers 
operators improved metering, movement 
and controllability. Also standard is a 
password-protected keyless start and a 
basic subscrip�on to Machine IQ, a 
wireless connec�on that allows you to 
check on the health of 
y o u r  m a c h i n e s  a n d 
r e m o t e l y  t r a c k 
informa�on.

Buyers can also opt for a 
waterproof 7-inch touch 
display that Bobcat calls 
" t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d 
compact equipment in-
cab display available."  
Operable with gloves on, 
t h e  d i s p l ay  ca n  a l s o 
connect to mobile devices 
via Bluetooth.
Another op�on is the 

angle blade, used for backfilling and 
grading. Operators can angle the backfill 
blade 25 degrees le� or right to direct spoil 
from one side to the other without forming 
windrows on both sides of the blade. In 
addi�on, the blade provides the best angle 
for stabilizing the machine on uneven 
surfaces or while trenching at an angle. 
Other features include an integrated li� 
eye, op�onal clamp diverter valve for 
enhanced hydraulic clamp func�onality 
and an add-on counterweight op�on. 

Bobcat Goes He�y with New Compact 
Excavator
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Founded in 2015, Kenra Holdings Pty 
Ltd is a 100% black woman-owned, 
Level  1  BBBEE company that 

specialises in the rental of compressors, 
generators, tower lights/ ligh�ng plant, 
diesel bowsers and related services to 
various sectors such as construc�on, 
mining, industrial and state-owned 
enterprises. Expert solu�ons along with 
service excellence have propelled Kenra 
Holdings into an established name in the 
air and energy rental game in South Africa. 

With 20 years' rental industry exper�se, 
Karen Kasavaloo, MD of Kenra Holdings, 
has amassed the necessary knowledge of 
finding fi�ng and expert solu�ons for her 
clients. Her passion and dedica�on for 
service excellence sets her apart from her 
compe�tors. 

She believes that the key to unlocking 
value for all her customers is her relentless 
focus on providing cost-effec�ve and 
reliable solu�ons that empower her 
customers to achieve maximum work 
output on site.  

It is for this reason that Kenra Holdings has 
chosen Goscor Compressed Air Systems as 
its preferred supplier for compressors in 

the past 18 months. Most of Kenra 
Holdings' clients use small power tools 
such as paving breakers,  chipping 
hammers and rock drills. To meet their 
needs, Kenra Holdings opted for the Sullair 
1 8 5 ,  a  p o r ta b l e  ro ta r y  s c rew  a i r 
compressor that punches well above its 
weight with a remarkable 185 cfm at 100 
psi. 

“Most of our clients use mul�ple power 
tools on site, and for these portables we 
push performance at all costs, and the 
Sullair 185 comes best at all �mes,” 
declares Kasavaloo. “These compressors 
give our customers the ease of opera�ng 
their power tools with maximum power, 
up�me and efficiency.”

According to Kasavaloo, fuel consump�on 
is a major aspect in keeping opera�onal 
costs down and “there is no doubt that the 
Sullair 185 is one of the best in the country 
when compared to other brands in this size 
category”. 
Apart from its superior fuel efficiency, the 
unit is designed to offer the same 
durability, manoeuvrability and simple 
serviceability the brand is known for.

 

For Kasavaloo, up�me is a key parameter in 
the compressed air rental game. When an 
air compressor stops working, every 
minute produc�on is down creates a loss 
of money and �me, and increases stress 
and frustra�on. To reduce the risk of 
financial and produc�vity loss for its 
customers, Kenra Holdings opted for 
Goscor Compressed Air due to its proven 
service and support regime that Kasavaloo 
believes to be unparalleled in the 
compressed air market. 

“What sets Goscor Compressed Air 
Systems apart is their a�ersales service. 
Compressed a ir  i s  cr i�cal  for  our 
customers, and so is the up�me for our 
equipment. Fast ac�on and the highest 
levels of responsiveness and reliability are 
therefore essen�al in this game, and this is 
where, by no doubt, Goscor Compressed 
Air Systems excels,” concludes Kasavaloo. 

Goscor Compressed Air Systems 
powers Kenra Holdings 

“The Sullair 185 compressor is 
synonymous with reliability and 
performance and our customers 
enjoy a product that works 
efficiently all the �me in all 
condi�ons,” says Kasavaloo.

In Goscor Compressed Air Systems, one of South Africa's leading distributors of compressed air and 
downstream equipment, Kenra Holdings has found a fi�ng compressed air solu�ons provider that �cks all the 
right boxes for its air and energy rental business, so says MD Karen Kasavaloo.         
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A
ECI Australia (Pty) Ltd has 
been awarded a further 
fi v e - y e a r  c o n t r a c t 
extension by Thiess (Pty) 

Ltd for the supply of bulk emulsion 
explosives, ini�a�ng systems and 
r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  t o  m i n e s  i n 
Queensland and New South Wales, 
Australia.

This  consol idates  AECI 's  base 
bus iness  in  that  countr y  and 
strengthens further the rela�onship 
between the two companies which 
began in 2014 when AECI entered 
Australia to support this major mining 
customer. 
The two also have long-standing 
partnerships in Indonesia and in a 
number of countries on the African 
con�nent.

The Australian contract, u�lising AECI's 
exis�ng in-country capabili�es and 
infrastructure, includes:

· Supply of  bulk emulsion 

ex p l o s i ve s  fo r m u l a� o n s 
produced at AECI's site in 

Bajool, Queensland, as well as 
g a s s i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r 
down-the-hole delivery by 
Thiess

· Supply of ammonium nitrate

· Supply of the Intellishot® 

electronic ini�a�ng system 
and booster

C o m m e n � n g  o n  t h e  c o n t r a c t 
extension, Mark Dytor, AECI Chief 
Execu�ve said: “Our rela�onship with 
Thiess, as our founda�on partner in 
Australia, exemplifies how we live our 
AECI BIGGER values of being Bold and 
Innova�ve, of Going Green, and of 
being Engaged and Responsible. It is 
built on mutual trust and honesty to 

the benefit not only of our two 
businesses but also the global mining 
sector as a whole.

“AECI Australia is celebra�ng the 

achievement of seven years worked 
without a lost-�me injury. We are 
proud to deliver a safer, innova�ve and 
cost-effec�ve product offering that 
enables 'One AECI, for a be�er world'. 
B e � e r  M i n i n g  i s  o n e  o f  o u r 
sustainability goals because we 
recognise the importance of making 
global mining safer and more circular. 
Significant opportuni�es exist and we 
look forward to realising more of these 
in collabora�on with customers such 

as Thiess.”

MINING CUSTOMER EXTENDS 
CONTRACT WITH AECI AUSTRALIA
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Arc Minerals has commenced  a diamond drill programme on 
its majority-controlled licenses in north-western Zambia. 
Diamond drilling ac�vi�es are underway at the Fwiji Target 

Area following further technical work and analysis from last year's 
explora�on drilling campaign.

The programme will ini�ally centre on a linear feature ~2km to the 
south of last year's drilling at Fwiji where a coincident magne�c and 
soil anomaly has been iden�fied.

This year's programme will also focus on the Cheyeza and 
Muswema Target areas where the drill target loca�ons are to be 
finessed upon the comple�ons of a high resolu�on airborne 
geophysical survey over these target areas.

"I am very pleased that our drilling programme is underway 
following extensive work that our geologists have completed over 
the past six months. As previously disclosed, this year's drilling 
programme will aim to drill significantly deeper holes to be�er 
understand the stra�graphy of the exci�ng targets we have 
iden�fied.
Separately, a number of discussions are currently underway with 
interested third par�es in respect of a poten�al commercial 
transac�on in respect of Arc's copper explora�on licences in 
Zambia.

I look forward to an exci�ng period ahead for Arc's shareholders.”

                 Nick von Schirnding, Execu�ve Chairman of Arc

mnia Group company BME is now providing technical Oblas�ng services online, giving the industry access to 
experienced specialists through virtual consulta�ons and 

solu�ons.

The service is an important part of BME's recently upgraded 
website, according to the company's Global Manager for Blas�ng 
Science D. Sco� Scovira. 

“Our online technical blas�ng service is provided not only by BME's 
in-house technical staff, but it is also in associa�on with other 
recognized third-party specialists in blas�ng, mining and 
construc�on,” said Scovira. “The ini�al online consulta�on to 
discuss and scope out a blas�ng project is at no charge, and the 
service is not limited to exis�ng BME clients only.”

The range of services offered include blast fragmenta�on 
distribu�on predic�on for surface greenfield sites, fragmenta�on 
distribu�on op�miza�on for suppor�ng mine-to-mill ini�a�ves at 
established surface and underground sites, and rock 
characteriza�on and specifica�ons for blas�ng in hot or reac�ve 
ground. The team are also able to provide solu�ons related to 
highwall blast design and management, as well as novel and 
disrup�ve blast design and mining methods.

The new BME website, which has enhanced security and personal 
protec�on compliance, and is op�mized for audiences across the 
globe, gives customers and stakeholders seamless access to a wide 
variety of valuable informa�on, and integrates cri�cal portals 
focusing on BME's AXXIS™ digital ini�a�on system brand and its 
BLAST ALLIANCE por�olio of so�ware solu�ons. 

BME enables access to virtual 
online technical services

Arc Minerals 
Commencement of Drilling

https://www.atlascopco.com/en-za/construction-equipment/products/mobile-air-compressors/large-portable-diesel-air-compressors/drillair?amc_cid=aff_XRV-1200-ad-SADC-Min-&-Construction-July/Sept_XRV-1200-ad-SADC-Min-&-Construction-July/Sept
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          SRK Consulting principal mining engineer Joseph Mainama

J
unior miners are hoping that the 
brighter mood in South Africa's 
m i n i n g  s e c to r  w i l l  t ra n s l a te 
prac�cally into more explora�on and 

development, with government taking an 
ac�ve collabora�on role.
This op�mism underlays the generally 
posi�ve sen�ment at the recent Junior 
Min ing  Indaba ,  accord ing  to  SRK 
Consul�ng principal mining engineer 
Joseph Mainama, although the sector was 
clearly impa�ent for change. 
“Junior  miners  are  cons idered as 
important  actors  by  government , 
poten�ally helping to grow the economy 
and provide much-needed employment,” 
said Mainama. “Many juniors and other 
stakeholders, however, want to see more 
support from government in terms of 
easier access to geological data, as well as 
dealing with vital issues like regulatory 

certainty, licensing, ESG requirements and 
crime.”

He said the government's inten�on to 
create a new, transparent cadastral 
system – cataloguing South Africa's 
geological data and mining permits – was 
well received at the event. It was hoped 
that this would help to s�mulate more 
interest  in  the country 's  mineral 
opportuni�es, and be part of solving the 
backlog in applica�ons for mining and 
prospec�ng rights. Also presen�ng at the 
c o n fe r e n c e  w a s  t h e  C o u n c i l  fo r 
Geoscience, who stressed the importance 
of making mineral data available, to 
unlock the value in the country's minerals.

“Government commi�ed to resolve 
administra�ve inefficiencies and  to fill 
v a c a n t  p o s i � o n s ,”  h e  s a i d .  T h e 
Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy also told the conference that there 
were no black economic empowerment 
(BEE) requirements in prospec�ng right 
applica�ons currently, said Mainama. 
“This was in response to the fact that 
explora�on is generally a high-risk venture, 
making it difficult to raise funding at the 
best of �mes,” he said. “The department 
said it was working on making condi�ons 
more favourable for new entrants wan�ng 
to gain access to the sector.”

A leading junior player presen�ng at the 
conference emphasised how explora�on 
added value to the country's balance 
sheet, and how a func�onal cadastral 
system could s�mulate interest from 
prospectors. 
“The point was made that smaller mining 

companies usually do not have the strong 
balance sheets of their larger counterparts 
fo r  g e n e ra� n g  ex p l o ra� o n  f u n d s 
internally,” he said. 

“The juniors are reliant on 

limited investor funding, so 
n e e d  c l o s e  a n d  e ffi c i e n t 
collabora�on with al l  the 
relevant government agencies 
to deal with regulatory ma�ers. 
These include environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) 

issues, water and energy.”

The event also broached the difficult topic 
of coal mining, where it was recognised 
that raising finance for coal projects was 
increasingly difficult – while Eskom's 
demand for coal con�nued. Mainama said 
presenters pointed to the need for 
government to play a more significant role, 
some even sugges�ng that the Industrial 
Development Corpora�on and the Public 
Investment Corpora�on would need to 
find a way to fund 'clean coal' projects. 
“It was also recognised that South Africa 
urgently needed an integrated plan for a 
just transi�on from its coal-based power 
genera�on to cleaner renewable energy,” 
he said.

It was highlighted by some speakers that 
finding a way to meet the con�nent's 
power requirements while mee�ng 
climate goals is likely to be challenging and 
will require much engagement.

Easier road ahead for junior miners
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�er a strong start in the first 

Aquarter of 2021, the Kibali gold 
mine, one of the largest in the 
world, remained on track at the 

halfway mark of the year to achieve its 
annual produc�on guidance, Barrick 
president and chief execu�ve Mark 
Bristow said.
Speaking at a media briefing, Bristow 
added that thanks to an aggressive near-
mine explora�on program, Kibali was 
con�nuing to replace its reserves faster 
than it was mining them, and now has a 
resource base that is approaching the 2013 
levels when the mine first went into 
produc�on.

“This means that Kibali should be able to 
sustain its produc�on rate well beyond the 
10-year �metable in its current business 
plan, thus con�nuing to create economic 
benefits for its stakeholders in a region 
where its presence has already had a 
profoundly posi�ve impact,” he said.

Since the development of Kibali started, it 
has pumped $3.6 billion into the DRC 

economy in the form of taxes, salaries, 
payments to local suppliers, and tangible 
contribu�ons to the infrastructure. In the 
year to date alone it has paid $73.8 million 
to local businesses, in line with its policy of 
g i v i n g  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  C o n g o l e s e 
contractors and suppliers. It also priori�zes 
local employment, and of the 5,341 
employees and contractors who were on 
site at the end of June, 94% were 
Congolese na�onals.

Bristow said Kibali was also a leader in its 
health,  safety  and environmental 
protec�on programs. Covid-19 protec�on 
protocols at the mine had been intensified 
and a vaccina�on program was well under 
way. It largely uses clean energy, generated 
by its three hydropower plants.

 Its water recycling and re-use rate of 78% 
was above target, reducing its draw from 
the Kibali river. It con�nues to reforest the 
surrounding area, with 6,716 trees planted 
during the past quarter, and is also ac�vely 
suppor�ng the Garamba Na�onal Park's 
e l e p h a nt  p ro te c � o n  a n d  ge n e ra l 

improvement ini�a�ves.

He said Barrick's success in building and 
opera�ng a world-class gold mine in a 
remote part of the Congo was a�ributable 
to the mutually beneficial partnerships it 
h a d  f o r g e d  w i t h  i t s  i n - c o u n t r y 
stakeholders: the central, provincial and 
local governments; its host community; 
civil society; and a large corps of highly 
competent contractors and suppliers.
“We are strengthening our �es with the 
recently appointed government and are 
working towards an amicable solu�on of 
some outstanding legal and fiscal issues,” 
Bristow said.

“In the mean�me, Barrick con�nues to 
invest and re-invest in our future in the 
DRC. Our short-term focus is on ensuring 
that Kibali will remain a major generator of 
economic benefits for all its stakeholders 
well into the next decade. Beyond that, our 
explora�on teams are already hun�ng for 
the next Kibali. Their success rate in finding 
world-class gold deposits is outstanding.”

Kibali Maintains Momentum on Course to 2021 
Production Target
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The Minister for Public Works and Territorial Planning, 
Manuel Tavares de Almeida, in Cunene province, 
announced the maintenance and conserva�on of na�onal 

road 105, which links the ci�es of Lubango (Huila) to Ondjiva 
(Cunene).

In a sec�on of over 400 kilometres, the road, rehabilitated in 
2008, has several holes that make the circula�on of people and 
goods difficult.

Speaking to the press, as part of the visit of the President of the 
Republic, João Lourenço, to Cunene, the minister highlighted the 
rehabilita�on process of this road as special a�en�on for the 
southern region of the country.

Manuel Tavares de Almeida said that special a�en�on will also be 
given to the conclusion of Ondjiva/Calueque road, passing 
through Naulila and Oncócua commune (Curoca municipality).

"We are trea�ng, as a priority the connec�ons and conclusion of 
the Ondjiva/ Omala (Cuvelai) road, whose project was approved, 
and to later connect Cuvelai/ Cassinga/Jamba mining to 
Okuvango" he said,

Regarding the Xangongo/ Canganda sec�on, he advised the 
provincial government to rehabilitate this sec�on, with the help 
of road maintenance kits.

Production on rise 
at Mopani.

COPPER produc�on at Mopani Copper Mines (MCM) is 
rapidly increasing post the transi�on period, with the 
mining firm genera�ng 9,007 tonnes of the finished 

commodity in June from 8,306 tonnes noted in April this year.

MCM management has also cut down monthly opera�on costs 
from US$60 million to US$35 million.
And Ministry of Mines and Minerals Development Permanent 
Secretary Barnaby Mulenga says Government has not failed to 
secure the US$300 million needed to finish new capital 
projects at MCM.

In April this year, Government, through Zambia Consolidated 
Copper Mines Investment Holding (ZCCM-IH), finalised 
acquisi�on of 100 percent shares in MCM from its previous 
owners, Glencore of Switzerland, making it [Government] sole 
owner of the company.
“We have concentrated on producing more. In April, we 
produced 8,306 tonnes of copper for export which was higher 
by one percent of what we had planned and in May, it was 
8,330 tonnes. For June, it was 9,007 tonnes.

Angola Minister Announces 
Ondjiva/Lubango Road Maintenance
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efore it's ever driven underground, a mining vehicle Bneeds to pass a brake test to ensure it's resilient enough 
to withstand the rigours of a tough, rugged 

environment, and for years, Equipment North has performed 
those tests at an off-site facility.

But when COVID arrived and safety protocols restricted the 
movement of vehicles, the Sudbury company realized it had to 
come up with a new solu�on.

“We have property… so we said, 'We need to 

look at building a facility,” said Warren Cayen, the 

business development manager at Equipment North.

Equipment North: Boosting vehicle safety underground, one vehicle at a time

The 2021 Mining Expo will no longer be taking place from 
1 to 2 September 2021, in a physical or virtual format, 
The Chamber of Mines CEO, Veston Malango said in a 

statement.

Malango said Namibia is experiencing a devasta�ng 3rd wave, 
which is only expected to peak in September 2021.
“A physical event in these challenging �mes will thus not be 
possible, and the safety of the mining sector, stakeholders, 
exhibitors and visitors is of utmost importance to the 
chamber,” he added.

According to Malango, the chamber also extensively 

inves�gated and consulted with stakeholders and exhibitors on 
the possibility of hos�ng a virtual Mining Expo in place of a 
physical event and a�er careful and due considera�on of the 
findings from consulta�ons, the chamber also decided not to 
proceed with a virtual Mining Expo.

“However, the chamber will s�ll be hos�ng a virtual Mining 
Conference on 1 September 2021. Details of the conference 
and a programme will be communicated in due course, he said.

“We look forward to engaging in frui�ul discussions with all our 
stakeholders, media and the general public at this event,” he 
concluded.

Namibia cancels 2021 Mining Expo amid 3rd Covid--19 wave







 18  www.miningconstruction-sadc.com

rigon Metals is aiming to start copper produc�on before Tyear-end at its flagship, 80%-owned Kombat project in 
Namibia, now the mining licence has been renewed for 10 

years.

"The renewal of our licence at Kombat marks a key milestone as 
we prepare to commence copper produc�on by the end of the 
year," president and CEO Jed Richardson said.
"With licences in hand, it is full speed ahead to become a revenue 
genera�ng company, capable of funding further explora�on of our 
significant land holdings in both Namibia and Morocco."
Kombat is in the Otavi Mountainlands and produced about 12.5 
million tonnes of copper between 1962-2008 at a grade of 2.6%.

Ini�al capex for the restart was put at US$6.4 million in a 2018 
feasibility study. 
About 40% of that figure had been spent, Trigon said May, adding 
it had realised some "material cost savings".
Trigon increased Kombat's total resources by 456% last year, to 18 
million tonnes at more than 1% copper in an openpit and 20Mt 
underground grading 2.86%.
The company had C$3 million in cash in May.
Eric Spro� is a major shareholder with about 18% a�er taking part 
in another placement in September priced at 35c per unit.
Trigon shares (TSXV: TM) have spanned 13.5-54c over the past 
year and closed down about 9% yesterday to 35.5c, valuing it at 
$42.9 million (US$34.9 million).

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2021 Corporate News

Trigon to restart Kombat in Namibia

The Democra�c Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) and Rwanda signed 
three agreements on bilateral 

coopera�on a�er a mee�ng between 
the two heads of state in Goma, the 
capital of northeastern DR Congo's 
North Kivu province.

The agreements were signed during the 
visit of Rwandan President Paul Kagame, 
who met with his Congolese counterpart 
Felix Tshisekedi in Goma.

The first agreement signed concerns the 
p r o m o � o n  a n d  p r o t e c � o n  o f 
investments, while the second one 
relates to the avoidance of double 
taxa�on and tax evasion between the 
two countries. The third agreement is a 
m e m o r a n d u m  o n  g o l d  m i n i n g 

coopera�on.

In a joint press conference at the end of 
t h e  m e e � n g  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e s e 
agreements, the two heads of state 
appreciated the good collabora�on that 
has existed for several years between 
the two countries and their peoples.
According to Tshisekedi, it is �me for 
rela�ons between the two countries to 
become friendly and fraternal.
"We have wasted so many years being 
antagonis�c towards each other, living in 
tension and a war situa�on, but also 
sharing hatred, now that's enough," he 
said.

The two presidents had a two-hour 
mee�ng in Rubavu, Rwanda, where they 
discussed several issues, including 

security in the region, the erup�on of the 
Nyiragongo volcano in May, and in 
par�cular Kinshasa's integra�on into the 
East African Community.

The two presidents have held many 
mee�ngs in recent months, par�cularly 
during interna�onal summits. Before the 
Rubavu mee�ng, the two leaders met 
face-to-face on May 17 in Paris, on the 
sidelines of the interna�onal summit for 
the financing of African economies.

DR Congo, Rwanda sign three agreements on bilateral cooperation



 19 www.miningconstruction-sadc.com

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2021 Project News

Co-Chairs Robert Friedland and 
Yufeng “Miles” Sun announced 
that Kamoa-Kakula's Phase 1, 

3.8 million-tonne-per-annum (Mtpa) 
concentrator plant now is fully 
opera�onal. First truckloads of copper 
concentrate were delivered to a local 
smelter  on June 1,  2021,  with 
concentrate dispatch con�nuing daily. 
To date, more than 10,500 dry metric 
tonnes of concentrate have been 
delivered to the local smelter, and first 
blister copper ingots have been 
received. Kamoa-Kakula's plant 
commissioning is well advanced, and 
prepara�on for final performance tests 
is underway.

The first  ore  was  fed  into  the 
concentrator plant on May 20 and the 
start of copper concentrate produc�on 
occurred on May 25, several months 
ahead of schedule. As of June 30, 
313,000 tonnes of ore grading 4.85% 
copper had been conveyed to the run-

of-mine (ROM) stockpile. The team 
currently is preparing for the final plant 
per formance  tests ,  which  wi l l 
c o n c l u d e  t h e  C 4  ( o r  “ h o t ” ) 
commissioning ac�vi�es. Feed grades 
are expected to increase during the 
month of July.

On June 9, Ivanhoe Mines announced 
that Kamoa Copper SA had signed 
copper concentrate and blister copper 
off-take agreements, on compe��ve 
arm's-length commercial terms, with 
CITIC Metal (HK) Limited (CITIC Metal) 
a n d  G o l d  M o u n t a i n s  ( H . K . ) 
Interna�onal  Min ing  Company 
Limited, a subsidiary of Zijin Mining 
Group, for 50% each of the copper 
products from Kamoa-Kakula's Phase 1 
produc�on. The company also secured 
al l  necessary authoriza�ons to 
commence exports of copper products 
from the Kamoa-Kakula mine to 
interna�onal markets.

A total of 338,000 tonnes grading 
4.59% copper was mined in June and 
comprised 295,000 tonnes grading 
4.76% copper from the Kakula Mine, 
including 66,200 tonnes grading 7.71% 
copper from the mine's high-grade 
centre, and 43,000 tonnes grading 
3.43% copper from the Kansoko Mine.
Overall copper grades were slightly 

lower than the previous month, in part 
due to the requirement to feed lower-
grade material directly to the plant 
during commissioning.
The project's pre-produc�on surface 
stockpiles now contain approximately 
3.4 million tonnes of high-grade and 
medium-grade ore at an es�mated, 
blended average of 4.78% copper. 
Contained copper in the stockpiles at 
the end of May now totals more than 
162,000 tonnes (the current copper 
price is approximately US$9,430 per 
tonne).

As the plant ramps up to full Phase 1 
design capacity, and the mine towards 
Phase 2 produc�on capacity, the 
surface stockpiles are expected to 
con�nue to build at a reduced rate.

Kamoa-Kakula Phase 1 concentrator plant fully operational  
; hot commissioning activities well-advanced, final performance testing to start shortly.
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Botswanan diamond firm Debswana 
has said it unearthed a 1,098-carat 
stone that it described as the third-

largest of its kind in the world.
The stone, found on June 1, was shown on 
Wednesday to President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi in the capital, Gaborone.
“It is believed to be the third-largest gem-
quality find in the world,” said Debswana 
Managing Director Lyne�e Armstrong.

The “rare and extraordinary stone … 
means so much in the context of diamonds 
and Botswana,” she said. “It brings hope to 
the na�on that is struggling.”
 The yet-to-be named stone, which 
measures 73mm long, 52mm wide and 
27mm thickm is also the biggest stone of 
gem quality to be found in the history of 
Debswana, a joint venture between the 
government and global diamond giant De 
Beers.

The biggest diamond ever discovered in 
the world was the 3,106-carat Cullinan, 
found in South Africa in 1905.

The second-largest was 1,109-carat Lesedi 
La Rona – a diamond the size of a tennis 
ball, discovered at Karowe, northeastern 
Botswana, in 2015.

Botswana is Africa's leading diamond 
producer.
Minerals Minister Lefoko Moagi said the 
discovery of the stone could not have 
come at a be�er �me a�er the COVID-19 
pandemic hit diamond sales in 2020.
The government receives as much as 80 
percent of the income from Debswana's 

sales through dividends, royal�es and 
taxes.

Produc�on at the company fell 29 percent 
in 2020 to 16.6m carats while sales fell 30 
percent to $2.1bn as the pandemic 
impacted both produc�on and demand.
In 2021, Debswana plans to increase 
output by as much as 38 percent to pre-
pandemic levels of 23m carats as the 
global diamond market recovers with the 
easing of travel restric�ons and reopening 
of jewellers.

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2021 Business News

Botswana says it has 
found the world's third-
largest diamond
The 1,098-carat diamond is the biggest 
stone of gem quality to be found in the 
history of the Debswana company.

Sophis�cated so�ware is helping to 
track core competences and help 
management at  F irst  Quantum 

Minerals' Sen�nel Mine to boost the skills of 
its workforce.
The mine at Kalumbila in North-Western 
Province is using the hi-tech approach to 
bridge any knowledge gaps as part of its 
recogni�on that a highly skilled labour force 
is an important enabler to the sustainability 
of the Zambian mining sector.

“If we want to get our employees up to 
standard, we need to be systema�c and 
organised, hence the new system. Zambia 
benefits enormously from direct exposure to 
these skills,” said Brighton Mwiinga, Human 
Resources Manager at Kalumbila Minerals, 

which operates the mine.
Consistent with FQM's local employment 
policy that gives preference to people from 
surrounding communi�es, over 90 percent 
of the firm's 6,000 employees – are 
indigenous Zambians.
As the mining industry con�nues to push the 
boundaries of automa�on, the country's 
largest copper miner believes that a long-
term solu�on is necessary to maintain the 
average Zambian's relevance in the na�onal 
labour pool.

Mr Mwiinga said that the mining firm's in-
house Training Management System – In-
Tui�on – enables the company to monitor 
gaps in efficient execu�on of du�es.
“There are various so�ware programmes 
that drive the components of the Process 
Plant, and these have to be custom-modified 
to be able to speak to each other and 
automa�cally adjust to various changes in 
composi�on. This is not just a simple 
mechanical process, there is a lot of 
computer science involved,” he explained.

“When you torque a bolt on a big mill, you 
don't just use a wrench un�l it feels �ght; one 

needs to use special hydraulic wrenches that 
measure torque un�l it fits within the correct 
range, all measured by the so�ware linked to 
the wrench. If you get it wrong the bolts 
either come loose, or they break, which can 
be catastrophic at such a large scale,” he 
explained.
Mr Mwiinga further pointed out that the 
mills at Sen�nel are some of the biggest in 
the world, hence it should come as no 
surprise that skilled labour in this field is in 
short supply for a country like Zambia – s�ll in 
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  i t s 
industrialisa�on poten�al.

Working in partnership with renowned trade 
schools in North-Western and Copperbelt 
Provinces, the mine has incen�vised the 
diversifica�on of intake to not only focus on 
mechanical and electrical trades, but also 
encourage students to move into non-
technical fields like administra�on and 
occupa�onal health and safety.
The company has also put in place a provision 
to allow outstanding students from the 
mine's voca�onal training programmes to 
have easier access to ter�ary level training at 
some of the country's most notable colleges.

HI-TECH TRACKING PLUGS SKILLS GAPS AT 
KALUMBILA
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a r a g o n  S t e e l  S t r u c t u r e s ' Pconstruc�on of a rubber processing 
factory in the KwaZulu-Natal 

Midlands will soon involve the installa�on 
of two overhead cranes to work the floor 
area of the soon-to-be-completed plant.

Peter Hallowes, Paragon's managing 
director, reports that the cranes will be 
delivered by manufacturer Condra in 
S e pte m b e r,  w i t h  i n sta l l a� o n  a n d 
commissioning scheduled for the same 
month. The order was placed in April.

Condra's two cranes are electric overhead 
travelling machines with a double-girder 
configura�on and individual l i�ing 
capaci�es of 40 tons. They are iden�cal 
apart from long-travel speeds of 31 and 10 
metres per minute, different in order to 
maximise produc�on efficiencies.

Hallowes said that there is close and 
ongoing co-opera�on between Condra 
and Paragon to ensure that all details of 
crane design, delivery, installa�on and 
commissioning dovetail precisely with his 
company's ongoing construc�on of the 
end user's plant.

The cranes will span the full 28 metres of 
the factory floor, moving raw rubber from 
the receiving area to the processing area, 

then transferring processed material to 
different points within the plant for 
specific value-adding procedures.

Crane li�ing heights are a li�le over nine 
metres.

Hallowes said that his company's contract 
for the new factory fi�ed well with 
Paragon's corporate vision, which is to 
reliably and as far as possible lighten the 
w o r k l o a d  o f  h e a v y  i n d u s t r i a l 
environments.

“Paragon Steel Structures is in the business 
of  manufactur ing  and  process ing 
structural steel and platework,” he said. 
“We move tons, and we rely on Condra to 
carry this philosophy through to the li�ing 
equipment needed for loading, offloading 
and fabrica�on processes. Coopera�on 
has to be – and is – �ghtly coordinated.”

Condra and Paragon Steel Structures have 
worked together on new factory projects 
before, at Pietermaritzburg in South 
Africa, and at Luanshya in Zambia.

For the Midlands project in KwaZulu-Natal, 
Condra is bringing to bear its previous 
experience with cranes for conveyor 
bel�ng and rubberised injec�on moulding 
plants.

When complete, the two new 40-tonners 
will feature frequency drives on the hoists 
and cross-travels for accurate and easy 
load posi�oning, and walkways across the 
full length of their 28-metre spans.

A spokesperson for Condra said that the 
cranes would be hard-working machines 
that will need to perform durably and 
reliably. Though they are being built as 
Class FEM-2M machines, manufacture is 
being undertaken very close to 3M 
standard because of the minimal periods 
during which these cranes are expected to 
stand idle, the spokesman said.

Hallowes said that Paragon awarded the 
li�ing equipment contract to Condra 
because of the company's reputa�on for 
close co-opera�on and liaison during 
complex factory construc�on.

“Our experience with them is that their 
involvement tends to go a lot further than 
simply supplying a crane to specifica�on,” 
he said.

A�er delivery of the completed machines 
to site, installa�on and commissioning will 
b e  u n d e r t a ke n  b y  D u r b a n - b a s e d 
specialists Natal Cranes & Hoists.

CLOSE CO-OPERATION THE KEY DURING NEW PLANT CONSTRUCTION
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When powered or charged by 
r e n e w a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  t h e 
ZenergiZe range of ba�ery 

energy storage systems from Atlas Copco 
consumes zero fuel opera�ng in island mode 
and produces zero CO² emissions when used 
as a standalone power source. At the heart of 
these powerful and compact units are high-
density lithium-ion ba�eries which operate 
silently ensuring zero noise levels. 

Owing to s ignificant ly  reduced fuel 
consump�on and CO² emissions, this clean, 
quiet energy source offers a profitable and 
green solu�on to operators, reducing their 
Opera�ng Expenses (OPEX) and delivering a 
very low total cost of ownership. The 
ZenergiZe units are capable of a remarkable 
40,000 hours lifespan which translates to 
more than 5 000 cycles or over 1 600 days of 
con�nuous opera�on without compromising 
on power and requiring virtually no 
maintenance. These ba�ery energy storage 
systems present an ideal solu�on for noise-
sensi�ve environments such as events, 
metropolitan construc�on sites, or telecoms. 
In addi�on to rental applica�ons, these 
versa�le units are also suitable for small 
b u s i n e s s e s  re q u i r i n g  s m a r t  p o w e r 
management as well as for large applica�ons 
with mul�ple units.   
 
“Our medium 10kVA to 90 kVA and large 
100kVA to 1000 kVA ZenergiZe ranges are 
d e fi n e d  b y  o p � m u m  p e r fo r m a n c e , 
sustainability and flexibility, taking ba�ery 
energy storage systems to a whole new 
level,” notes David Stanford, Business Line 
Manager, Portable Products, at Atlas Copco 
Power Technique. “The units can serve as 
either the primary or standalone power 
source, replacing a generator in noise-
sensi�ve areas or where fuel fumes / 
pollutants are not permi�ed. If  the 

applica�on dictates, they can be combined 
with a generator to make a hybrid solu�on 
and enable smart load management. 
Furthermore, by combining the units with 
renewable energy sources such as solar 
panels, 100 percent sustainability can be 
achieved with these systems.”
 
Ba�ery energy storage systems present a 
simpler way to capture and store renewable 
energy for immediate or later use, ready for 
delivery at any given �me, thus serving as 
ideal short-term solu�ons in applica�ons 
where there is no access to grid power or 
where there are low load issues. Atlas 
Copco's large ZenergiZe units can work in 
parallel with other energy storage systems 
and act as the 'brain' of a microgrid, storing 
and managing the power coming from the 
different sources and regula�ng the load for 
each of the applica�ons associated with the 
microgrid. “The fact that ZenergiZe energy 
storage systems have two opera�ng modes 
(island and hybrid mode) allows the end-user 
to address any peaks in demands,” adds 
Stanford.

In the development of ZenergiZe, Atlas 
Copco has leveraged the advantages of the 
lithium-ion ba�eries namely sustainability, 
fl e x i b i l i t y  a n d  u s a b i l i t y,  w i t h o u t 
compromising on power. As lithium-ion 
ba�eries are lighter than other technologies, 
these units are 70% more compact and also 
lighter in weight compared to tradi�onal 
alterna�ves.  They are nevertheless capable 
of providing over twelve hours of power with 
a single charge, requiring only 1.5 hours to 
charge from empty to full. This weight and 
size reduc�on not only brings a ground-
breaking level of versa�lity and usability but 
also facilitates transporta�on without the 
need for specialist equipment. These energy 
storage systems are easy to use, scale and 

install.

The two models in the medium 10kVA to 90 
kVa range, the ZBP and ZBE, offer rated 
power of 15kVA and 45kVA and energy 
storage capacity of 45kWh. A wide range of 
s o c ke t  o p � o n s  e n s u r e  h a s s l e - f r e e 
connec�on to a generator. With a small 1.5 
m2 footprint, these medium range units are 
ideal for telecom installa�ons in remote 
loca�ons. In metropolitan construc�on sites, 
they can be used to balance out the peaks in 
demand and low loads. 

There are four models in the large ZBC 100 to 
1000 kVA energy storage system range 
offering the ideal solu�on for demanding 
applica�ons that require a constant and 
significant flow of electrical energy. With 
rated power of 100kVA and 500kVA 
(depending on the model), the parallel 
capability of this range enables operators to 
scale with up to 30 ZBCs working in parallel in 
any power node. The ZBC can store energy 
coming from different sources and manage 
the power supply of small residen�al areas.

Atlas Copco ZenergiZe energy storage systems - ZERO fuel consumption, 
ZERO CO² emissions, ZERO noise! 
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Australia's Sandfire Resources 
said it had been granted a 
mining licence for its Motheo 

copper project in Botswana's Kalahari 
Copper Belt.

The Perth-based miner said the 
milestone was one of the two major 
condi�ons required for finalizing the 
final permi�ng process for the A$279 
($208m) million project.
The Kalahari Copper Belt, which 
extends for nearly 1,000 km from 
northeast Botswana to western 
Namibia, is believed to be one of the 
world's emerging but mostly under-
explored copper-silver regions in the 
world.

The 3.2 million tonnes per annum 
open-pit mine could help Botswana 
curb its dependence on diamond 
mining, a sector that accounts for 
70% of the na�on's export revenue.
Ini�al site works at Motheo began 
earlier this year, with steriliza�on 
drilling, a 15km access road and 
construc�on of a 200-person camp 
already well advanced.
Sandfire will now bring addi�onal 
staff on site to begin construc�on of 
the process plant and other 
infrastructure. The company said that 
it had already placed orders for all 
key process equipment and long-lead 
items.

“We are absolutely delighted to now 

be in a posi�on to move to full-scale 
construc�on at Motheo,” managing 
director and CEO Karl Simich said in 
the statement.

“I would like to thank the 

Government of Botswana for 
their support throughout the 
approvals process, which will 
see Motheo come on-stream 
in 2023 as one of very few 
new copper mines 
commencing produc�on 

globally,” Simich said.

Second mine in Kalahari 
Copper Belt
Defini�ve feasibility work on the T3-
Motheo project has previously 
confirmed a produc�on average of 
30,000 tonnes a year of contained 
copper and 1.2 million ounces a year 
of contained silver over the first 
decade of the mine life.

Motheo is expected to produce for 
12.5 years, genera�ng $664 million in 
pre-tax cash flows and $987 million in 
earnings before interest, taxes, 
deprecia�on and amor�za�on over 
the first ten years of opera�ons, at a 
cost of $1.76 per pound.
Sandfire's mine is the second copper 
opera�on in the region. US-based 
Cupric Canyon began produc�on at 
its 3.6 million tonnes per annum 
Khoemacau copper mine in June.

Sandre granted licence for copper mine in 
Botswana
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Tanzania and Barrick Demonstrate Value-Creating Capacity of 

Partnership

JULY - SEPTEMBER 2021 News

Tanzanian President Samia Suluhu 
H a s s a n  a n d  B a r r i c k  G o l d 
Corpora�on president and chief 

execu�ve Mark Bristow met to review 
progress at Twiga Minerals Corpora�on, 
the joint venture established in October 
2019 to manage the company's gold mines 
in the country, and to discuss the 
partnership's future plans and prospects.

Since Barrick took over the management 
of the mines in September 2019, the then 
moribund North Mara and Bulyanhulu 
h a v e  b e e n  r e v i v e d ,  r e t u r n e d  t o 
profitability and are now truly world-class 
assets, with the poten�al to become 
Barrick's seventh Tier One1 gold complex.  
It has also made significant progress in 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  l e g a c y  s o c i a l  a n d 
environmental issues and is returning 

substan�al  value to i ts  Tanzanian 
stakeholders.

In 2020 the government received more 
than $370 million (TShs 856 billion) in cash 
inflows from the Twiga partnership 
through taxes, dividends and the first $100 
million (TShs 231 billion) tranche of the 
se�lement agreement.

Barrick has also invested $800 million 
(TShs 1,851 billion) in the country's 
economy, spent $2 million (TShs 4.6 
billion) on community development and 
recruited 600 new local employees, with 
Tanzanian na�onals now making up 96% of 
the mines' workforce.  Tanzanians 
appointed to key management and 
technical posi�ons include general 
manager Apolinary Lyambiko, country 

manager Georgia Mutagahywa and 
country financial manager Melkiory Ngido.  
Barrick is con�nuing to work closely with 
the Mining Commission on its local 
content program, and local content 
spending already accounts for 73% of the 
mines' purchases.

Bristow said a�erwards that the mee�ng 
had been a highly construc�ve one in 
which both par�es had agreed that the 
success of the Twiga joint venture – a first 
for Africa – had demonstrated the value 
that could be created by a genuine 
economic benefit sharing partnership 
between a mining company and its host 
country.

“I confirmed that Barrick was in Tanzania 
for the long term and that we'll be using 
our North Mara-Bulyanhulu complex as 
the base for further investment in the 
country, which is highly prospec�ve but 
s�ll largely unexplored.  We see the 
poten�al for more world-class gold 
discoveries here but in order to achieve 
explora�on success we need to keep 
turning over our licences and assessing 
new ground.  The process of acquiring new 
licences is ongoing,” he said.

Minister of Trade Sosten Gwengwe said Malawi 
Government wants more Malawians, par�cularly 
women and youths, to venture into cross-border trade 

and is also looking to increase the volume of processed products 
which Malawi exports to countries such as Zimbabwe.
Minister of Trade Sosten Gwengwe made the statement at the 
opening of ZimTrade Malawi solo exhibi�on official opening at 
BICC in Lilongwe.

The two countries signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) on the trade of 2021.
Gwengwe said Malawi wants to encourage ci�zens, the majority 
of whom are women and youths, to venture into cross-border 
trade and that is why the current budget increased an 
arrangement called simplified trading regime under Common 
Marke�ng for Southern Africa (COMESA) from US$D2000 to 
US$D3000.

“This trade regime is between three countries Malawi, Zimbabwe 
and Zambia. We would want our women and youths to trade more 
by increasing our volume but beyond that, we would also want to 
export a lot more of our processed and semi-processed products 

especially the agriculture products to Zimbabwe. All we need is to 
have takers to Zimbabwe that's is why we have this kind of 
exhibi�on but it will also benefit Zimbabweans and we are hopeful 
for strong trading �es,” he explained.

He added that deepening trading rela�ons between neighboring 
countries is very important because it allows traders to interact 
and learn new skills of trading which in the end boosts economies.
On her part, Zimbabwe's Ambassador to Malawi Nancy 
Saungweme noted that the memorandum of understanding 
between the neighboring countries also contributes to ease 
transporta�on because the same MOU assists people when 
crossing borders.
She went on to say that they are interested to exchange 
knowledge with Malawi on trading especially on construc�on, 
mining and food processing.

Govt wants more 
Malawians to venture into 
cross-border trade
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t's a problem affec�ng everyone, from Isuppliers to their customers: we're in 
the middle of a supply shortage. 

The planetary crisis behind finding 
aggregates has hit all sectors, mechanics, 
and construc�on and doesn't seem to have 
an end in sight. Prices also change from 
month to month, becoming unsustainable 
for companies already struggling to meet 
all of their orders. The jobs are there, but 
no one knows when they'll finish them; 
public and private works risk delaying their 
construc�on sites and struggling to 
recover. 

"One of the first things that came to mind 
about this problem was to manage our 
materials to become more autonomous 
and not depend on third par�es for 
everything," a company, who handles 
demoli�ons in Belarus, tells us. "When 
dealing with demoli�ons, we have a lot of 
rubble to dispose of on-site – reinforced 
concrete, bricks, �les, reinforced poles, 
etc. – so we asked ourselves, 'why not 
process this rubble directly on-site and 
reuse them?' Above all, how do you 
successfully carry out this process?»

How did they give waste materials a 
second life? Using a BF70.2 crusher bucket 
to reduce the material's size, add an MB-
S18 screening bucket and they cleaned and 

sorted the material on-site with their two 
excavators. With two a�achments and one 
excavator, they produced quality material 
themselves, all ready to be reused. 

With MB Crusher's equipment, the rubble 
becomes a resource capable of keeping 
the construc�on site ac�ve, even on 
loca�ons where there aren't materials 
readily available, or in areas with difficult 
access, or within ci�es while managing 
restric�ons, and be watchful of noise and 
dust emissions. The whole process takes 
place on-site and transforms waste 
crushed and selected to become excellent 
recycled material .  A prac�cal  and 
economically advantageous method 
makes the process perfectly autonomous, 
lets them save �me and money with 
disposal fees, and purchasing new 
materials. 

Once transformed, the “clean” rubble can 
be reused for other jobs, for example, as a 
founda�on to construct new roads. 
Recently, in Serbia, a�er demolishing an 
old commercial building, the mix of bricks, 
reinforced concrete, and demoli�on 
materials has been used to construct the 
subgrade of the streets in the area. Time 
and the costs of transpor�ng, disposing, 
and purchasing new material have been 
eliminated. All thanks to the MB80.3 

crusher bucket installed on the excavator 
that is already on site. 

By facilita�ng the construc�on during the 
process to recover demoli�on materials, 
one helpful tool is the MB Crusher sor�ng 
grapples. “These are agile and prac�cal 
machines, perfect both for demoli�on and 
w h e n  h a n d l i n g  p o s t - d e m o l i � o n 
materials,” says an Italian project manager. 
The winning feature of MB's grapples is the 
unit's grip sensi�vity: it allows extreme 
precision and progressively increases the 
closing force. 
Thanks to the interchangeable claws and 
the 360 hydraulic rota�on, they managed 
larger loads and odd shapes despite the 
confined space. 

With MB Crusher's machines, you receive 
the advantages of an ethical process when 
recovering demoli�on materials, which 
ex te n d s  to  t h e  e nv i ro n m e nt  a n d 
community.
Thanks to reusing materials, companies 
don't have to worry about disrup�ng the 
area's ecosystem, reducing vehicles 
traveling to and from the demoli�on area, 
and decreasing noise and dust emissions. 
Fundamental discussions surround how 
responsible companies are becoming 
more aware of the circular economy-
oriented market.

IF YOU DON'T HAVE IT, MAKE IT. 
With a lack of raw materials and skyrocketing prices, your solution comes from waste material.
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Atlas Copco Power and Flow has 
introduced a new technology 
pla�orm – the Wear Deflector – 

for its WEDA D70 electric submersible 
d e w a t e r i n g  p u m p s  t h a t  d e l i v e r 
excep�onal performance, enabling 
construc�on and industrial sites to remove 
water  more re l iab ly  and improve 
produc�vity. 
At the heart of Wear Deflector is an 
innova�ve hydraulic design that provides a 
high level of pump efficacy. The clever 
design has evolved in an extremely durable 

pump that offers long life under tough 
opera�ng condi�ons, resul�ng in a low 
overall cost of ownership.

With our new pla�orm we are se�ng a 
new high standard for pump performance 
and customers can be sure of a robust and 
reliable pump that delivers �me and �me 
again. Solids suspended in water can cause 
an impeller to wear and prematurely fail, 
however, this innova�ve design means the 
pumps are excep�onally long-las�ng. The 
impellers are also manufactured from 
high-chrome stainless steel (55 HRC) and 
as  such ,  have  h igh  hardness  and 
excep�onal wear resistance.
Bart Duijvelaar , Product Marke�ng 
Manager Submersible pumpsAtlas Copco 
Power and Flow 

The WEDA D70 drainage pumps, which 
have a top discharge design, are ideal for 
general dewatering applica�ons, pumping 
g r o u n d w a t e r  a n d  r a w  w a t e r  a t 
construc�on and industrial sites. They can 
reliably pump water with a density of up to 
1100 kg/m3 and handle water with solids 
up to 7 mm in diameter. 

Addi�onally, the WEDA drainage pumps 
have an outstanding power-to-weight 
ra�o. Weighing up to 40 percent less than 
compe��ve products and in a compact 
design, WEDA drainage pumps are easy to 
handle and move around a site. The 

aluminum body provides strength and 
excellent corrosion resistance. 

The pumps are also easy to use and 
service. Thanks to a special sealing system 
with stainless steel body, maintenance can 
be carried out on-site, ensuring that 
operators achieve minimal down�me. 
Several features including shock absorbers 
for rough-handling resistance, and easily 
accessible oil inspec�on plugs, help 
operators to maximize up�me further. The 
pumps also benefit from a carefully sized 
motor and can run dry, for reliable and 
robust opera�on. Moreover, WEDA pump 
users are supported by a wide network of 
dealers and service technicians and readily 
available parts. 

In  addi�on to  prov id ing  super ior 
performance, all pumps in the D range are 
available with WEDA+ features, which 
enable quick plug-and-pump installa�on. 
They also incorporate phase failure 
protec�on, rota�on control, thermal 
switches, and a 20 m cable with a phase 
shi�er plug for all 3 phase pumps. All 
models feature a built-in starter and motor 
protec�on system together with op�onal 
automa�c level control. 

The technology pla�orm is ini�ally being 
applied to the WEDA D70 pump and in the 
future will be made available to the whole 
WEDA D drainage range.

Weda D70 submersible pump

New stricter lockdown measures to 
combat a surge in COVID-19 cases 
in Rwanda will not affect the 

country's ability to export minerals, the 
chief execu�ve of Rwanda's mines board 
said.
Rwanda mandated a curfew from 6 p.m. to 
4 a.m. and ordered all offices, including 
government offices, to close from July 1 for 
two weeks in eight districts and the capital 
Kigali.

“I don't believe the current measures will 
affect our normal services to the Mining 
Companies,” Francis Gatare, CEO of 
Rwanda's Mines, Petroleum, and Gas 
Board, told Reuters in an email.
Export permits for minerals are processed 

online, Gatare said, meaning they will not 
be disrupted by government offices being 
shut. The transporta�on of commercial 
goods is permi�ed under the COVID-19 
guidelines, Gatare added.

Rwanda is a leading producer of �n, 
tungsten, and tantalum. The country 
produced 1,200 tonnes of �n, 1,000 
tonnes of tungsten, and 270 tonnes of 
tantalum in 2020 according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey.

New Wear Deflector pump technology from 
Atlas Copco delivers exceptional reliability

Rwanda COVID-19 measures won't affect mining exports, official 
says. By Reuters Staff
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A disciplined approach to life 
developed on and next to sports 
fields at the highest level has 

posi�oned two brother partners in good 
stead in the challenging world of mining.

John Mmutle is the founder and General 
Manager of Mmutle Mining Projects (Pty) 
Ltd. He gained Gauteng colours for both 
cricket and hockey before qualifying as an 
industrial engineer with a postgraduate 
qualifica�on from the Wits Business School. 
His younger brother, Stephen, is the 
Opera�ons Director for the company and, 
according to his older sibling, is more 
analy�cal in his approach to life. He holds a 
B Tech degree in logis�cs and supply chain 
management. He is registered with the 
Gauteng Cricket Board as an official cricket 
scorer with Wanderers Cricket Stadium as 
his own stamping ground.

“It would be amiss if we didn't give credit 
for our diligent start in life to our single 
parent mother, Mary, who kept our noses to 
the grindstone,” John says. “Our mother, 
with her background in training and 
marke�ng, paved the way for Stephen and I 
and this we will never forget.”

John worked as a contracts manager for 
Fraser Alexander Bulk Mech for 10 years 
when in 2016 he saw adverts encouraging 
emerging contractors to register for Small 
Medium and Micro Enterprise (SMME) 
ini�a�ves. A long-standing urge to make a 
difference to his and his family's lives kicked 
in and he decided to pursue this dream.
“I made a full disclosure to my employers 
that I was keen to follow this path and 
registered Mmutle Mining Projects (Pty) Ltd 
as a company that same year,” he says. “In 
June 2017, when registering as a VAT 
vendor, we landed our first material 
handling contract at a large colliery loading 
run-of-mine coal for transport to the 
processing plant.”

From these seemingly humble beginnings 

and with 20 employees, Mmutle Mining 
Projects steadily grew and today employs 
170 people. Its load and haulage fleet, 
consis�ng mainly of rigid trucks, has also 
grown. Other contracts have seen the young 
company transpor�ng silica to smelters and 
reclaiming sludge from tailings dams that is 
then transported for reprocessing.

“I must men�on the invaluable assistance 
we've had from the Na�onal Empowerment 
Fund (NEF) who not only assisted us with 
finance but also sound advice,” John adds. 
“They will not set you up to fail and they 
definitely want you to repay their loan, 
which we did when buying new rigid trucks 
and an excavator.”

Technical changes on the site of their first 
material handling project at the colliery 
created challenges that had to be met head-
on. Their clients extended their contract by 
42 months and increased the volumes that 
had to be moved. Suddenly the working 
environment also changed and working 
surfaces that had been level now became 
steep ramps where the rigid trucks could no 
longer operate and a dras�c change was 
necessary for Mmutle Mining Projects to 
s�ll offer a sustainable service.

“We'd had lots of experience with 
equipment built and sold by Bell Equipment 
during my �me at Fraser Alexander Bulk 
Mech and I tasked my brother, Stephen, and 
our Opera�ons Manager, Thabo Lerumo, to 
approach the NEF and another government 
agency, the Small Enterprise Finance Agency 
(SEFA), for funding to buy four Bell B30E 
Ar�culated Dump Trucks (ADTs).”

Both Mmutle brothers are adamant that the 
immediate support and input they enjoyed 
from Bell Equipment Sales Representa�ve, 
Carel Venter, and his principals made the 
difference and jus�fied their choice of 
ADTs.

“Business should go to people like Carel, 
who has shown that while he really wants 
us as his customers, he and his company 
understand our business and appreciate 
the challenges we face,” says Stephen 
Mmutle. “With our funding in place we 
happily took delivery of two new Bell B30E 

ADTs in July 2020 and another two in August 
the same year.”

John points out that Mmutle Mining 
Projects is involved in this par�cular 
contract as a partner of Zizwe Opencast 
Mining, which brings added responsibili�es, 
especially on fuel consump�on that needs 
to be closely watched. In this regard, the 
Bell B30E ADTs are performing impressively 
and the Fleetm@�c® system reports 
average fuel consump�on of just 17 litres an 
hour while hauling coal to the plant 2,5km 
away.

“We learn a lot from the Fleetm@�c® 
Classic programme as we monitor good 
loads of around 27 to 28 tonnes, which 
translates into our four Bell B30E ADTs 
delivering 6 500 tonnes of coal in a 24-hour 
shi�,” explains Thabo Lerumo. “The Bell 
ADTs are fi�ed with 200mm greedy boards 
and tailgates to ensure good loads are 
consistently delivered.”

When Thabo was asked how the 
deployment of the four Bell B30E ADTs has 
changed his working life, he replied: “When 
using our previous equipment, we were 
forever playing catch-up and when your 
client isn't happy, you don't sleep either,” he 
smiles. “Since the arrival of our Bell B30E 
ADTs, we can focus fully on the job at hand 
and this confidence has had a posi�ve 
downstream effect on our operators as well 
as they are no longer nervous of equipment 
breaking down. It's suddenly a great 
environment to be in.”

Mmutle Mining Projects bought the four 
Bell B30E ADTs with standard 12-month and 
unlimited hour warran�es and have a 
service contract in place for the warranty 
period.

“We're ambi�ous in our growth and are in 
the process of establishing an asset-holding 
company we're calling Temo, which will in 
future rent yellow-fleet machines to Mmutle 
Mining Projects.” John says. “We're also 
keen to expand our crushing and screening 
side of the business and I've asked Carel 
Venter for quotes on Finlay equipment, 
meaning that we aim to walk a long road 
with Bell Equipment.”

MMP bowled over by 
performance of new 
Bell B30Es
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While isola�on and social distance 
have become the watchwords of 
the last year, the situa�on we 

find ourselves in has also emphasised the 
importance of connec�ons and our global 
supply chains more than ever.
And while passenger movements remain 
constrained, par�cularly in markets such as 
Zambia, the interna�onal movement of 
goods remains a vital lifeline.

During the ini�al months of the pandemic, 
there was a huge surge in the demand for air 
cargo capacity for the transporta�on of PPE 
such as facemasks and gloves in addi�on to 
medical equipment such as ven�lators as 
well as other pharmaceu�cal supplies. The 
other commodi�es for which the demand 
remained high included perishables and food 
items.
More recently, other commodi�es for 
industries and manufacturing opened up as 
manufacturing ac�vity returned We also saw 
i n c re a s e d  vo l u m e s  o f  e - co m m e rc e 
shipments as more people shopped online.
Through its cargo flights to more than 135 
des�na�ons across six con�nents, Emirates 
SkyCargo con�nues to play an important role 
g l o b a l l y  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a � o n  o f 
pharmaceu�cals, medical equipment, PPE, 
food and other essen�al goods as well as 
maintaining con�nuity of supply chains for 
interna�onal trade.

Emirates' cargo-diversified revenue streams 
beyond tradi�onal passenger-related 
income have enabled the airline to avoid the 
worst of the pandemic's economic impact. 
For the year to March 31, 2021, Emirates 
SkyCargo transported 1.9 million tonnes of 
cargo across our global network.
As one of the world's largest airlines, serving 
our customers and the communi�es where 
we live and work is part of our DNA. Offering 
strong supply chain solu�ons during the 
COVID-19 pandemic through Emirates 
SkyCargo has given us an opportunity to 
provide the support our customers tell us 
they need during this unprecedented 
business environment.

Suppor�ng local businesses and industries
With COVID-related border closures 
rendering many flights challenging, Emirates 
SkyCargo maintained cri�cal transport links 
for people and for goods – including essen�al 
medical supplies. We con�nue to ship cargo 
into and out of Zambia, despite out-bound 
passenger services being temporarily halted 
in June.
Zambia's economy s�ll needs to func�on; 
mines s�ll need to operate and farmers s�ll 
need to export their fresh produce. Jobs and 
foreign exchange earnings are at stake.
It's a commitment that we take very seriously 
as we export fresh fruit and vegetables and 
bring in mining equipment and components, 
as well as all the other exports and imports 
that keep our economy �cking.

Shipment of COVID-19 vaccines and medical 
supplies
Since the COVID-19 crisis began, Emirates 
SkyCargo has also been a vital partner in 
delivering much-needed medicines, medical 
equipment (including spare parts and repair 
components), and in keeping global supply 
chains func�oning for the most �me-
sensi�ve materials. This has been done 
t h ro u g h  d e d i cate d  ca rgo  f re i g hte r 
opera�ons, use of cargo capacity in 
passenger aircra�, and relief flights to 
affected areas.
In Zambia, Emirates has worked with 
relevant Government departments and the 
World Health Organiza�on in delivering the 
first batches of COVAX vaccines needed at 
the most cri�cal �me when the country is 
undergoing a third-wave of COVID-19 
infec�ons.

Importance of quality
Emirates and Emirates SkyCargo place the 
highest level of emphasis on safety and high 
quality standards in service delivery. This is a 
key differen�a�ng factor for our customers in 
addi�on to our other value proposi�ons such 
as having a modern all wide-body aircra� 
fleet, an extensive global network covering 
six con�nents as well as state of the art 
infrastructure in Dubai. We have one of the 
highest levels of “Delivered as Promised” for 
cargo in the industry.
Our commitment to quality is also a result of 
the fact that the cargo that we transport in 
our aircra� o�en have a direct impact on the 
lives of people across the globe. For example, 
we transport  temperature-sensi�ve 
pharmaceu�cals on our aircra� every day. 
Without strict  adherence to quality 
standards and compliance to EU GDP norms, 
there is a risk that the quality of the medicine 
can be compromised which can directly 
affect the wellbeing of the person wai�ng to 

receive it.

Size of transporta�on
Currently Emirates SkyCargo flies to 136 
des�na�ons  around the  wor ld  and 
transports cargo through about 2000 flights 
weekly – this is a mix of cargo transported on 
passenger flights, cargo only flights on 
passenger aircra� and full freighter flights. 
For Zambia, Emirates SkyCargo offers cargo 
capacity on five weekly flights to/ from 
Lusaka on our Boeing 777-300ER aircra�.

Embracing digi�sa�on
Although the COVID-19 crisis has brought a 
spotlight on air cargo despite the global 
lockdown, the global pandemic has also 
highlighted the urgent need for us to 
accelerate our digital and sustainable 
transforma�on, to develop collabora�ve 
business models with various stakeholders.
We have seen a hastened global transi�on to 
e-commerce in a way that is designed to 
benefit customers, businesses and industries 
as a whole. Emirates SkyCargo has posi�oned 
itself as a market leader, and took advantage 
of this market shi�; as e-commerce volumes 
accelerated during the pandemic, freight 
movement through our Dubai hub was also 
boosted.

COVID-19 vaccines hub
Emirates SkyCargo has vast exper�se in 
t ranspor�ng  temperature  sens i�ve 
pharmaceu�cals and vaccines across our 
network. Recognising the scale of the 
response that would be required to 
coordinate the logis�cs of global COVID-19 
vaccine distribu�on, our facili�es at Dubai 
Airport are already suppor�ng cold chain 
storage and distribu�on of the vaccine at our 
GDP cer�fied SkyPharma facility . This is one 
of the world's largest dedicated airside hubs 
for storing and distribu�ng COVID-19 
vaccines. The Dubai hub's advantageous 
loca�on allows us to fly in vaccines from 
manufacturing sites globally, store and 
prepare shipments for regional and global 
distribu�on.
Our dedicated COVID-19 vaccine hub has 
over 4,000 square metres of temperature 
controlled GDP cer�fied dedicated pharma 
storage area allowing for large scale storage 
and distribu�on of the poten�al COVID-19 
vaccines. Overall, it is es�mated that the 
facility can hold around 10 million vials of 
vaccine at a 2-8 degrees Celsius temperature 
range at any one point of �me.
Our state-of-the-art infrastructure at Dubai is 
also complemented by one of the world's 
largest fleet of Cool Dollys helping protect 
temperature sensi�ve cargo during transit 
between the aircra� and cargo terminal.

Mohammad bin Hafiz is 
Country Manager for 
Emirates in Zambia.

How global supply chains are sustaining Zambia's 
economy.
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As part of a wider funding 
package of over US$ 4bn to 
accelerate renewable energy 

investment ,  support  COVID-19 
economic resilience by backing private 
s e c t o r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  i m p r o v e 
sustainable transport and upgrade 
schools and social housing, the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) has 
approved a total of US$ 95M to 
support the implementa�on of 
geothermal power genera�on projects 
in East Africa.

This money according to the European 
U n i o n ' s  i nv e s t m e n t  b a n k  w i l l 
par�cularly be used to finance several 
projects implemented by promoters 
ac�ve in the geothermal power sector 
in the region, individual private sector 
investments into geothermal power 
genera�on to be precise.

Also Read: Olkaria 1 AU 6 power plant 

in Kenya enters final construc�on 
phase

Eligible projects will typically include 
G r e e n fi e l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
brownfield expansions, with proven 
geothermal resources. 

Diversifying baseload renewable 
electricity supply in the EA region
According to the bank, investments in 
geothermal energy will help diversify 
baseload renewable electricity supply 
in  the East  Afr ican region and 
contr ibute to  the reduc�on in 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
compared  to  foss i l - fue l  based 
alterna�ves, thereby suppor�ng the 
sustainable economic development of 
the beneficiary countries. 

These countries include Burundi, 
Comoros, Djibou�, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
K e n y a ,  M a d a g a s c a r,  M a l a w i , 

Mauri�us, Mayo�e, Mozambique, 
Reunion, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. 

EIBs contribu�on in addressing local 
priori�es and global challenges
Commen�ng on the en�re package, 
Werner Hoyer, the President of the EIB 
said that the projects approved 
highlight the banks' engagement 
across Europe and around the world to 
unlock private and public investment 
that addresses local priori�es and 
global challenges. 

“Tomorrow I will update the EIB's 
Governors, EU finance and economy 
ministers, on the EU Bank's rapid 
response to challenges caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and our strong 
and growing support for green 
transi�on and climate ac�on across 
the globe,” he concluded.

Geothermal power generation projects in East 
Africa get US$ 95M boost
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